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ISOLATION ANCHORAGE IN THE ‘CHRISTMAS CAROL’ AND THE ‘FRANKENSTEIN’
Introduction
In Mary Shelley’s novel, the Frankenstein, a number of themes have been depicted in the context of the text and among them is the theme of isolation. A number of characters have experienced this theme from time to another. It all comes with decisiveness and the personalities they portray as characters in the text. Making choices that eventually isolate them from all other people comes from a decided mind leave alone the awareness of any repercussions that may come in the long run. Force has also taken its course in the text to put some characters into undecided and uncontrollable isolation - experiencing moments of loneliness as a result of the actions of other characters. All these are forms of isolation that are identifiable from the text and they will form the basis of this paper. On the other hand, in the text A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens, it is very evident that Scrooge does not care about the other people. Dickens has used him categorically to exemplify the theme of isolation in this text. Making money seems the only precious thing about him. His life is a bit strange and his weirdness is to the level of being avoided by guide dogs, even. Let us look at this theme more closely deriving views from these two texts that appear very appealing. 
Isolation in Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein
Isolation can be defined as a state of complete or total negligence, and more often people find themselves in psychological traumas and eventually stress. In the context of this book, the Frankenstein, Mary identifies this subject as a major theme. Isolation is clearly shown through three characters – Victor, the creature and Elizabeth. Isolation begins the moment Elizabeth’s parents die and she is left in a state of isolation. To exceed the isolation and the lone feeling, she is adopted by Caroline, to a family she has no idea of. This appears as a series of isolations. In many aspects of life, when one is detached from the environments they have grown and backgrounds they have been brought on leads to the infringement of happiness and a series of thoughts occupy their minds. One can eventually get stresses that he/she cannot manage and eventually loose life. 
Victor keeps himself in secrecy, which is simply isolation. He says, “Light reveals, illuminates, clarifies; it is essential for seeing, and seeing is the way to knowledge. Just as light can illuminate, however, so can it blind; pleasantly warm at moderate levels, it ignites dangerous flames at higher ones. Immediately after his first metaphorical use of light as a symbol of knowledge, Victor retreats into secrecy and warns Walton of “how dangerous is the acquirement of knowledge.” Shelley chapter 5-6. In Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein, it all starts with Robert Walton organizing his feelings into papers and sending them as letters to Margaret, his sister. He talks about his voyaging life to undiscovered places. When the voyages get underway, Walton writes about his loneliness. He wrote the 4 letters not because he loved the art of writing but because he felt isolated and loneliness was part of his voyaging life. When he heard about the Frankenstein’s story, he was afraid that he might end up in a similar direction as Frankenstein has stayed in. He made everyone believe that he was not for Frankenstein’s idea. “I cannot lead them unwillingly to danger,” he alluded. This belief that overwhelmed him after he realized that Frankenstein had risked many people into danger without their consent. This is why he chose to refrain away from this isolation by allowing his crew to return from danger. 
	At another level of isolation, Victor grows up schooling with adopted Elizabeth up to a particular moment when he develops an interest in some scientific studies. Victor eventually isolates himself from Elizabeth among her the others. He engages in researches that are so tying and in the event he loses contact with his family and friends. These are the words that he uses to describe this, “feelings which made me neglect the scenes around me caused me also to forget  those friends who were so miles absent, and whom I had not seen for so long a time.” (Shelly 48). The commitment to work and staying off people for long periods made him suffer mentally and physically because of loneliness. People cannot just work and avoid social formations. Great performers in life are actually very social. This helps them relieve work stresses and gain competencies in other fields of life. 
	Women in Frankenstein are seen as passive. They demand actions from the men within their midst. This is a form of isolation in another level. For instance, Victor’s parents are good evidence of the passivity attributed to women. Mary writes victor’s alluding “my father came like a protecting spirit to this poor girl, who committed herself to his care.” Families are one and unison is inevitable for the success of parenting. 
	Victors premieres isolation in many contexts in this novel. He separates himself from the world when developing the animations that he initiated. Struggles that face him are concentrated on one mind and the chances of his mind break up are high. That is why he neglects everything and leads a lonely life full of obsessions. Further, he had isolated friend, Clerval, whom he meets at the university. He nearly loses consciousness since his life had not been used to exposures to a friend that he primarily knew. He also separates himself from Elizabeth. On his sick bed, Elizabeth writes to him, “and even the constant letters of a dear kind a Henry are not sufficient to reassure me on your account” (Shelley, 53). She was wondering Victor does not write her back as if he already has found another love.
	The creature faces isolation of nature since not even one could want to meet him. His scary appearance was not an appealing one. This is a representation of the worst deeds in a society set up. 
Isolation in Dickens’s Christmas Carol
Scrooge has chosen to work and look for money he works on Christmas Eve and even forces his clerk to work with him and gives him only one day off.  It is evident that Scrooge has decided to isolate himself from the rest of the work and family. He is not willing to attend a family dinner he has been invited to. Scrooge is not pleased by his clerk because he lets his nephew and two gentlemen collecting donations to help the less fortunate. This clearly shows that he does not love company (Dickens 11). 
Jacob Marley Scrooge’s friend is dead and though he is the chief mourner who signed his burial certificate Scrooge is not moved (Dickens 1-3). this is evident in the way he takes over the business the both owed he even stays at Marley’s chamber, has not painted his name and is comfortable when people call him his deceased partner’s name (Dickens 1-7). All these incidents show that Scrooge does not value friendship all he values ids success in his business which means more money for him.
When the ghost of Christmas past visits Scrooge it takes him through a town and he notices the kids are very happy wishing Merry Christmas to one another on their way home. Scrooge notices a boy left alone in the school compound. This is Scrooges childhood. Further, he notices an old house that looks dilapidated. The house windows are broken and its walls look mossy and grass has overgrown in the compound. A boy is reading a book alone in one of the rooms. Scrooge, after is completely alone, becomes desperate and moves from place to place (Dickens, 40-45). This is perfect epitome of how the society and family have isolated its own. 
In his walks with the spirit, Scrooge is shown the situation in the event of his death. There is no one saddened by his death. A poor family that owes money go to an extent of rejoicing because they now have time to organize themselves to pay. It is a good moment for the family for the man to have died (Dickens, 117). This is a clear indication of a society that has gaps between those that are rich and the poor.
The people shopping for Christmas at the grocery seem to be more concerned with the preparations rather than the real Christmas that encourages sharing, kindness and making merry. The spirit of Christmas present shows Scrooge people dining together and someone wants to shut down their place of dining (Dickens, 71-72). This paints a picture of people who have decided to dine by themselves without the company of others and ion the other hand families that have isolated themselves and are working toward disruption of others.
The Ghosts of Christmas past, present, and future are the most isolated creatures in the whole Dickens’ story. These ghosts are scary and they entirely interact with Scrooge, not any other person. They are invisible to the other people.
The interlink in the two
In Frankenstein and Christmas choral isolation is clearly evident and they are a connection between the two texts. The two texts present two similar main characters; Victor and Scrooge. Victor becomes obsessed with his interest and study of chemistry and hence neglects his family and friends. He even goes ahead to isolate himself from his studies and professors in the university and creates a monster that murders two of his family members. This is just as in the case of Dickens’ Scrooge who is only concerned with making money and neglects the poor his family ( his nephew), his friend Marley and the poor evident in his unwillingness to help them.
When Victor starts to get busy with his studies Elizabeth feels that he lacks company. This is the only family that Elizabeth has and she can do nothing about Victor’s situation. On the other hand, Scrooge family is gone and all he has is his nephew. The nephew can do nothing about his uncle isolation to the extent of cursing Christmas and saying he won’t attend the family dinner. 
The gates of Geneva in the Frankenstein are said to be shut at night a clear indication that they have isolated themselves from the rest of the world. This isolation makes people like victor to just wondering around the gates with nothing to do. This incident also evident in the Christmas choral, families are seen to be dining with other members during Christmas and specific days. 
The creature and Frankenstein die near the North Pole. The two are pulling away from each other and the other people, making them more and more isolated. Scrooge, on the other hand, is shown his death and how people react. Some families are happy with other close people to show no emotion a clear indication that his isolation cycle would have continued to death if he didn’t change.
The creature in Frankenstein’s is isolated an isolated creature it scares everyone and the only person who is responsible for its existence is Victor. In the Christmas carol the three ghosts of Christmas past, present and future are isolated. They only relate with Scrooge are invisible to the rest of the world.
This clear connection is of crucial importance. The relations in these isolations are a depiction of the isolation in society at all times. They point out almost all types of isolation and their causes these incidents further shows the extent of evils that are brought about by isolation hence the need to fight against it.
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